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During the .fiscal year since the 

.:.. . ..: ... 

\\'here? Yfuat? Why? 

July, 1938 supplementary report on 

migratory agricultural workers was made, 

changes of importance affecting the 

health of our communities have occurred. 

The 1938 report predicted quite accur­

ately the tendency of the Southwesterner 

to locate in Kern County; what the 1938 

report did not predict was the many fac­

tors of this settling that are now 

dogging the health and welfare authori-

ties: new serious problems. 

Not until 

the 1940 census 

figures are av-

ailable, will we 

kno~ the exact extent of this new settling, 

nor the composition of the new-comers. 

Data from the schools, hospitals, re1ief 

and welfare agencies, and a superficial 

survey of camps, auto courts and subdivi-

sian developments must be the basis of 

any attempt to evaluate the present sit­

uation. From ~his material and from the 

observation of men in close contact with 

the rapid growth of Kern County, the 
We had a good home 

back in ---. 



f ollowing general conclusions are derived . 

First, squatter camps ar e gone from Kern County . 

Typical 1937 Squatter C&~~ 

"NO CAJI.P.ING 11 s i gnc; and constant 
vigilance keeps it clean. 

Second , the migratory agricultural wor ker , as an institu-

tion, is r apidly van is2ing in thi s area. 

Several factors are re sponsible. The Southwester ner is by 

instinct a home lover and makes a poor fluid l ab or er; he is a man 

of the land and is attr a cted t o the great expans e of po~entially 

pr oductive land l ying idle in Kern county; hi s ur gent need of em -

plo~ent has caused bio to drive the better trained, more vers ~ti le 

migrP.tor y "fruit tramp" fro::n the cotton growing areas in to 

Sque. t t.ed on 11 Bank Proper-Ly" 
i n suburbs of valley c~t.y 
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Property is po~ted 
and clean, 19.39 



agricultur2l fields less familisr to the Southwesterner ; religious 

bonds, family ties, a sincere desire for opportunities for his 

children, and the rugged indi~idualistic belief that in some way, 

some how, tomorrow will bring him a pl ot of land, a mule and the 

old famili ar mortgage; all of these factors combine to limit his 

11 We f otrr:-:1 we i:.c.d to travel, s o we built 
this nome on wheels. We 1 re buying 

a l ot and ·will build in 
Bakersfield. 11 

wanderings in search of 

employment to a sma ll 

area. 

Growers have lost 

their fluid ~exic an work-

ers who miraculously ap-

peared on harvest day and 

silently slipped away 

after their work was done; 

the white fru i t tramp 

lies idle in the warm 

winter sunshine of the Imperial Valley while the large family of th 

Southwesterner harvests the cotton of the Kern Valley; when the 

cotton harvest is over, the family hangs on as long as the grower 

will permit them to occupy the house the fruit tramp never demanded 

From the thousands who 

roamed through this area in 

the years 1934 to 1938, the 

growers have selected the 

more responsible and have at-

tempted to house and care for 

them in an economical and 

humane manner. 

Many growers are find-

ing themselves in a position 

"A few more boards, a little stucco 
and \Tinda.· glass ; we 1 ll mo"'ii'e :'rom 
the Jungle Camp pasteboard shack 

into our new home. 11 
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of feudal lord ; their l and is dot t ed r:i th little CO!!lrnuni ties of 

f anilies v1ho l ook to the e;,1ploye r f or more \'iO:L}-= opport:ln:i.. ties. ? :.c 

family needs credit at t:!ce store, the grower arranges it; t he 

f amil y needs a house, the gro·Ner builds it; t he family gets sic}~, 

tho gro·aer telep hones t he public health nurse or sec:.tl' es hospita l ­

ization. Final l y many g r owe rs a r c su~plying l and o r assi s ting 

t bese neu pioneers t o secur e land upon ~hich to locate . 

Several ranches i n Kern County have three distinct types 

of canps; o. tent cnsp of new-coc;ers , a "cotton shack 11 camp f or 

ol der workers, o.nd for the more responsible wo r kers there a re two 

and three room hous es su:Lrounded by lawns, flov;ers a nd shrubs • 

• One h tr Ge r anc :·10r states that he is now empl oyine more than a dozen 

r:orkers wlto have graduated through the three camps and a re buy ine 

::-.ode::; t p ro:;?e r t i e s in nearby c or:l!:1Uni ties and bu ilding t he ir hoBes. 

Other gro'.c:e r s repor t t h:: t the best workers often manage to e;ct l an:: 

o f t~:e1 r ov;n and C.osort tne :L~::cr. t ::c. t ho.s ·::; ra ined t hen in tho ner: 

art of irrigation and Cclifor~in farming. 

Of a ll the factors rcspo~s ibl c for t h e decline of mi g ra t i on 

of agric ul tursl Y!Ol';~ers in t J":i::; county , the planned attempt of l c. r s\ 

t:;rm-:crs ancl s ro\·.'e:::· c r :::;an i :-:.at i -:;:1s to di vc1·s ify crops is by fur t t e 

=ost descrvins of ~ent l o~ . ~ ~e nature of the l ~bor 3Uppl y a na t~o 

'fact t tnt it ca~e at~ ccrt8in ti~e h~ s be en an acc idont~l in­

fluenc e on the migratory labor sy3tc~ ; on the other hand~ tho con­

s cious pl a nninG of dlv e rsifie~ crop pr oduction ~tand s as a l audi bl e 

e:-:a.:;l~)le of Gro~·1c::-s <:< c cer>ta.nce o:· t l~e rc s ~;onsi bili ty of proviC.i .1G c. 

be t to r life f or tJ; o i:::· or:plc ycc.s . 3s vc r al c r m·:e rs novJ :;:-e ;_Jort a :li ·:­

ersification of crops, a nd hcvc round tna t tnoir .peak labor l a~d is 

r educed to the po int ·Hher e .s.C.cq_u3.te housing and canp i'a cili ties C<.ll1 

'oe econor.~i<;all y provide d for t :-:e Ylorke rs Q 

One r .s.nch i~ the JuttGn'.:illov; dist rict .,_.:hich hc:.s a lens his--

tory o f cotton p r oduction, no~ pr oduces cotton , boots. c orn and 



From this 1937 Squatter Camp 

Cheap Auto Camp 

Replacing the cotton Shacks 
with Modern 3 Room Houses 

TO 

Seven-fifty Fer 80nth for a Lot 

"We select our workers carefully and 
- 5 - hrm~P t.hF>m wF>l l _ n 



potatoes; neat t~rce roc~ ~ouses ~re gradually rcplac1~g t=c old 

"cotton shacks". 

ere a tin~ ho:ncs and t aking n pnrt in tl·!e corr..nuni ty life~ .t1.not~er 

r ancher is '· ref:lovins approxim::~ tely one third of t.11.e housc3 rro.:.! a 

large C3...':l!l in order t o pl~nt lawns and otiler;Jise improve t::e cu::p 

for ~!:c 11bctter typo cf' ·::cr~~ers" lle is getting; crop divc::-sif'i.ca-

tion is also c;::ployed . 0 11. T;;.e r:.Dc ~. :.not:18r gro·,·;er i:3 ~.2-sconti:l-

uine; cotton because of the "curse of l)Overty11 that sce::~s to d.os the 

white gold c !:lany gro·:-:ers are searchine for a neans of f'cllovling 

the l etter course • 

.Another nc·,, :)hese of grov:e r responsi ':Jili ty t!::.t ·::c.::-rants 

.::1ention is the 1 v39 c.cti vi ty in t:tle Edison potato C:.istrict. T·:1e 

1938 report of the ~ealt~ De;artmcnt related ~~e emerscncy ce~p 

experiment wherein elementary sa~itary fc.cilities , potabl~ Tiate r 

and C ., ~ .... '""U'"''"' ·A···,..; o ..., . . ,., ~"" -ro~•':led i"o --··•!' ::J i)\,;.,i. •y l v - ~ jJ_ • ·• ,., J,. • ., ::' " .. r . .... r necessary pota:o ~~rvesters 

in tte Edison and ·:·.rasco <~reas by tl:.e Sa~i tat:!.on Di vi ~; .;. ;)n of the 

lCer.:1 County Eealth Dcpart::-.cnt" In the 1939 poteto b::. ::-vcst ) indi-

vidual grov1crs ancl :;rower conoinations sought t.l:e advice c:·· t.nc 

heal th officer and erec:e~ te~porary, mo~ile ca~ps in coo;lintce 

~hese ~oblle c~n9s ~ere s~fricicnt to cu re fer all ne~ded l~0cr. 

This grO\'JCr COC:!)Cr<"ltion r()le2.sed the count :;r f:?.cili ties for usc G.t 

such public gatt.erine;s as t:;li<le r meets, boat rcsa~tas an~ eir:)ort 

demonstretions, ~hero perxane~t sanitation fecilities arc i~ade~uatc 

for infrequent ~nd l3rge g2therings. 

So vnst is the count::- of Ker.-:1 tl:et it is as i~:practicc.l to 

compu.re one agricL~::.. tural .di_strict \'lith another c.s it is to conpc.re 

one agricultur~l county with another . There is no sizable city in 

the Buttonwillov; disi:.rict; · tl:.e ranchers find it eco.no::-.ically soand 

to provide housing for ~heir workers . On the other hand ~ tncre ere 

hundreds of r anches in t=c county tnat are adjacent to urban centers 
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from v:hicl'l labor is al'::ays available o ·1. ;'1e e.LimL-:<.n:io~ o:t: sq_~,;,at.t e r 

canps i.:1 tJ1c county by tte Ker:1 County l:Ie~ltll De_?e.rt::ent h::s 

brouGht about a. conce:~trn.tion of lovl inco~e '.'J O.!.' l~e rs :t..:J. t.::c llr bnn 

and suburban districts of' the ·.ralleyo 

Arvin, Delano, Shutter , Wasco, Dc~arl&nd a nd sany sma!ler 

Ke r n tovms .nave become -cne con -cers of such c oncer:tr::::::i c.::.. Lc.:::ont 

advent of the south\'!est :!JOpul e.tiono 

BakersfielQ has experienced the cree.tio~ of :~ew s~bdivisions 

almost coaplet~ly i.:"l !:al>i ted by peopl e fro:.: Ukla :;orna ; ·.rexas, Arkansas 

and Iii ssourL r;:any have purc~:ased lots for as loVI e..:; t!:ree dollars 

per month; houses have ~een c onst.ructed of any ~aterials t ha t can be 

sal vap;ed f:::'om the alleys, or :::'Ct::-icvcd from disc:c.ntled str~c t•:res in 

exc.r..ongc i'or lo.bor . 3or.:e of these com:-::upi ties ~~~ve no ~&tis ::·,;c tor:r 
.- ---~· . 

they a r e ten~ing ~it n topeful 

shrubs , flowero and scrcggley t r ees owel-cer in tne C~lifcrnie sun 

droo~i:lg for t ~e ~ater t~a-c in s ome cases cunt be curri ed a con s i d-

ereble dista~ce fro~ u r a s pl:l£ , ru3ty ~itcner ?U~p. 

On ma;;.J of t he !3C pr ope::·t i e [) cc :1 ':)e seen ~:: :'ce s t ~:::c s o: tl:c 

O'!!:le r s ' life L1 t r:e e;c lG.e.:: stute. un t110 Do. c !\: o ~· t r.c l ot :::8y oe 

the remains of the family car c r ~rue~ ~it~ ob scleto l i ce~~o pl ate s 

from the st~te of origin; the chicken sted wo.s once the pa~teboard 

a n rl refuse house of t !:eir sq_uatte r c ::l.!::c.~) re s : •le~ c e o..r.d on l. ;:e f' r cnt 

of the l ot is u crude house of cood, used lwilicr , perhaps ~it n one 

side partio.lly stuccoed. o r other-:;ise i'ini:J .c:e:l ; ·:.;~.i.J. -;; :)ieee -uy :!l i ec e 

as the family i.:1come per;ni ts o The lots gene ral l y a:-e strcvl.'1 ·::i "Lh 

the litte:::' .o f ~i re , boards and tin desti:~cd f o r a pert i~ the fi.:1 -

ishcd homeo Crude, often offensive , toilets dot tne alley llne, 

which threaten to leec h tncir contents 1nto the 3umc strcta cf s n.:1d 



The lnr ge squatter camps of yesterday e. ::-e no more. rwv:, 

only a fe'.'l isolated squ~ tters can be locat.ed duriag a busy hu::-vest 

season a~d none ~t all duri~B the slack per iods. 

I n isolated areas the gro..-Jers neve acce?ted the responsi­

bllity of hcu s~~g their workers~ 

3ut, rural and suburbcn slums a r e n~~ t~e problem whicn ~ern 

County must. fece. ln tnese slillls live ~ne agricul~urcl shock 

troops: the men and women v1ho harvest the cot.t.on in the !'all, go 

o~ relier until May , ncrvest the potatoes in t~e sprin6, ~ork the 

ve~;ctables c.n:! fruits in the suomer end rest. on r el1et un"til co"tton 

ha r ves t again . '.1'hey work \';i thin a radius of t hirty niles. '.1·noy 

are lea rning to can vegetables, preserve fruits ~na o~ne~1ise aug­

ment their annual income in vmys t hat a r e impossibl ~ for itinerant 

mi gr a t.ory ~orkers. 

·,;,'his :1e-:1 popula~ion contains dru.n.res, ct.i.:;elcrs, exploiters, 

and soci~l leeches the same 1'3S did pr c·Ji ous n:ig::.':!t.ic ns to tne golden 

state : pe r hcps more, perhaps less; v1ho s r1ull judge? One look a t 

the poor co~u.ni ties will convince the most s~>:eptic~l that many re.s ­

idents are attenptinG t o better thecselv es and t~eir surrounaings. 

~he .:1ec.!~.:1 depart=ent nutri"ticnist rinds t~e~ e~ccr to learn the 

pro]e r select;ion and prepara tion of healthrul, cconern1cal roods; tne 

sunit~"tion inspector receives a GCner~lly eood cooperation in so fer 

as thei~ resources will pe r m1t. The prlvies a ::-e fly?roofed as soon 

as tte necessity is explai~ed by the i~spec~or , ~nd ~ general health 

co~sciousncss is evi1ent in most of these subu::-b~n communities . 

.i'~e ra:?id gr ov:th of tnesc s ut>t!roe.n slu:::.:; constitutes a ser-

ious threat to the health and welf a re of t he entire county . The 

concentra"tion of low income people in crowded a :-eas VJi -chout proper 

sewage disposal facilit i es and without a safe SU?Pl Y of water i s 

a lways dangerous. Most of them live in inadequate houses. ~he 

st.rects are unpaved; the yards generally unm.1.te r ed and dusty in 
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sumr:1er. In wi;:1ter, the poorly drained areas become veritable mud-

holes. Such conditions constitute an insistent invita~ion to epi-

demics of corru~unicable diseases ~hich might spread to other areas 

of the county. 

It is easy for the nealth officer to po~nt out the dangers . 

which lie in . such insanitary consu~ities; it is much more diffi-_,.. ... , 

cult to sugsest a wor~able plan which might correct the undesir-

able conditions and prevent ~neir occ~rren~e in .the futureo Local 

and state realty boards might be urged to take steps tovnir-a- pre -

ve~ting ~he creation of subdivisions which do not provide a safe 

water supply: adeq_ua~e sewage disposal and drainage. It would 

seem for the general good of the county tnat minimum building and 

plu:nbint; ordinances be adspted for the protection of all of the 

people. This cannot be done unt-±1 ~ __ peQpl·e a:re aware of the 

need and a~e ~illing to support tne governing body in such action. 

~2e next i mportant req_uisite for converting these slum 

areas into ~ealt~ful and sightly communities would be the provision 

of V!ays and means for the individual owners to finance low cost, 

durable ::ouses that would protect tnem from ~ne elements and be a 

credit to the social and etonomic wealth of this county. ~uch fin -

anc~al assistance might possibly be supplied established residents 

by a local, lm'.'-cost housing autnori ty, operating in close cooper-

ation wit~ business, lacor and the social agencies. Demonstrations 

carried cut in other cor.Jnuni ties indicates tnat the lm'J income and 

partial relief group could be adequately housed on a sel1'-liquida~in 

basis, with or without the assistance of federal governmental housin 

agencies, and at no cost to the .tax payers. 

One other practice wnicn is gaining support of .the farm oper 

ators is that of selecting their workers froo ~he relier rolls or th 

county. 'l'he enployment of residents, relief or non- relief, is 

highly desirable in order that those who are attempting to settle 
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will be able to maintain e decent bo=e; the practice also will tend 

to - discourage transien~ ~orkers from seasonally flocking to Kern 

County and swelling our e~ereency relief load. 

The f~nal step essential to tne rehabilitation of our r ural 

and suburban slums is a continuation and expansion of the already 

successful crop diversification. r.:enbers or the various farm or-

ganizations are urged by the health officer to continue demons~ratinl 

and proving tne methods of spreading the labor demand over a longer 

period of the year . Spreading tne work will lower ihe relief load 

of the county; highe r annual incomes will mean better health and 

lower public hospitali za~ion cos~s; better homes and communities wil: 

result in less police problems and dellnquincie s and Will tend to 

raise the social standards for the area. 

Joe Smith, r.r.D., Health Officer, 
c. F . 3~usrnan, Chief Sanitarian. 
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